Academic Syllabus


Sunday, August 2 – Tuesday, August 4
Seminar Topic: Love
Faculty
David Nirenberg 
Required Readings:
 Sunday August 2 – “Jerusalem”

· Tanach: Numbers, Ch. 15; Leviticus, Ch. 19, Deut. Chs. 10 – 17; Proverbs, Chs. 1 – 10, 31.
Monday, August 3 – “Athens”
· Plato
· Phaedrus, translated by Alexander Nehamas and Paul Woodruff, 245c – 257b, in Complete Works, edited by John M. Cooper (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1997), pp. 523 – 533.

· Symposium, translated by Alexander Nehamas and Paul Woodruff, 178c – 212b, in Complete Works, edited by John M. Cooper (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1997), pp. 463 – 494.

· Laws, translated by Trevor J. Saunders, Book V, 726a – 745b, in Complete Works, edited by John M. Cooper (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1997), pp. 1410 – 1425.
Tuesday, August 4 – “The New Israel v. the Old” 
· Paul, Epistle to the Romans (entire); Gospel of Matthew, Ch. 5.43 – 48; Gospel of John, Ch. 1.1 – 18, Ch. 14.1 – Ch. 16.4
· St. Augustine, On Christian Doctrine, translated by D. W. Robertson, Jr. (New York: Macmillan), Book III, Ch. V, sections 9 – 10, pp. 83 – 85.



Wednesday, August 5 – Friday, August 7
Seminar Topic: Jewish Law and the Modern State
Faculty

Arye Edrei
Required Readings: 

All Days -   

· Shimoni, “Social Origins of Jewish Nationalism” (Chapter 1) and “General Zionism” (Chapter 3), in The Zionist Ideology (Waltham, Mass: Brandeis, 1995), pp. 3 – 51, 85 – 126.

· Ravitzky, “‘Forcing the End’: Radical Anti-Zionism” (Chapter 2), “‘The Revealed End: Messianic Religious Zionism” (Chapter 3), and “Exiled in the Holy Land: The Dilemma of Haredi Jewry” (Chapter 4), in Messianism, Zionism, and Jewish Religious Radicalism, translated by Michael Swirsky and Jonathan Chipman (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996), pp. 40 – 50, 79 – 92, 145 – 155.
Wednesday, August 5th – “The Shemita Polemic”

· Biblical Paragraphs listed in “Class Materials” Document. 
· Original Permit (No.12 in “Class Materials” Document)
· Rabbi Kook’s Writings (No.13 , a – d in “Class Materials” Document)
Thursday, August 6th – “Melting Pot v. Multiculturalism” 

· One of the responses of Rabbi Kook (P.23 in “Class Materials”)
· One of the responses of Rabbi Uziel (P. 25 in “Class Materials”)
Friday, August 7th – “The Ethics of War”

· Leibowitz, “After Kibiyeh”, Chapter 17 in ed. Eliezer Goldman, Judaism, Human Values, and the Jewish State (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1992), pp. 185 – 190.

· Goren, “Might and Valor in Jewish Thought”, pp. 1 – 8.

· Rabbi Yisraeli “Military Action in Defense of the State” (P. 43 in “Class Materials”) 
Optional Readings: 

· Walzer, “War and Peace in the Jewish Tradition”, Chapter 5 in ed. Terry Nardin, The Ethics of War and Peace: Religious and Secular Perspectives (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1996), pp. 95 – 114.
· Ravitzky, “Prohibited Wars in the Jewish Tradition”, Chapter 6 in ed. Terry Nardin, The Ethics of War and Peace: Religious and Secular Perspectives (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1996), pp. 115 – 127.


Sunday, August 9 – Monday August 10
Seminar Topic: God and Politics
Faculty

Steven Smith
Required Readings:

Sunday, August 9- 
Spinoza, Chapters 1, 3, 4 and 5 in Theological-Political Treatise, translated by Samuel Shirley (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1998), pp. 1-21, 36-71.
· “Preface”, “Of Prophecy.” (Chapter 1)

·  “Of the vocation of the Hebrews, and whether the gift of prophecy was peculiar to them.” (Chapter 3)

·  “Of the Divine Law.” (Chapter 4)

· “Of the reason for the institution of ceremonial observances. Belief in the Biblical narratives; in what way and for whom it is necessary.” (Chapter 5)
**Full Bibliography: Spinoza, “Preface”, “Of Prophecy.” (Chapter 1), “Of the vocation of the Hebrews, and whether the gift of prophecy was peculiar to them.” (Chapter 3); “Of the Divine Law.” (Chapter 4), and “Of the reason for the institution of ceremonial observances. Belief in the Biblical narratives; in what way and for whom it is necessary.” (Chapter 5), in Theological-Political Treatise, translated by Samuel Shirley (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1998), pp. 1-21, 36-71.

Monday, August 10 – 

Spinoza, Chapters 7, 8, 14, 17 and 20 in Theological-Political Treatise, translated by Samuel Shirley, (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1998), pp. 88 – 118 , 163 – 169, 191 – 211, 230 – 238.
· “Of the Interpretation of Scripture.” (Chapter 7)

· “In which it is shown that the Pentateuch and the Books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel and Kings were not written by themselves. The question of their authorship is considered. Was there one author, or several, and who were they?” (Chapter 8)

· “An analysis of faith, the faithful, and the fundamental principles of faith. Faith is finally set apart from philosophy.” (Chapter 14)

· “It is demonstrated that nobody can, or need, transfer all his rights to the sovereign power. An account of the Hebrew state as it was in the time of Moses, and after his death before the institution of monarchy, and its success. Finally, the reasons why it came about that the theocratic state fell, and could scarcely have continued without civil strife.” (Chapter 17)
·  “It is shown that in a free commonwealth every man may think as he pleases, and say what he thinks.” (Chapter 20)

**Full Bibliography: Spinoza, “Of the Interpretation of Scripture.” (Chapter 7), “In which it is shown that the Pentateuch and the Books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel and Kings were not written by themselves. The question of their authorship is considered. Was there one author, or several, and who were they?” (Chapter 8), “An analysis of faith, the faithful, and the fundamental principles of faith. Faith is finally set apart from philosophy.” (Chapter 14), “It is demonstrated that nobody can, or need, transfer all his rights to the sovereign power. An account of the Hebrew state as it was in the time of Moses, and after his death before the institution of monarchy, and its success. Finally, the reasons why it came about that the theocratic state fell, and could scarcely have continued without civil strife.” (Chapter 17), “It is shown that in a free commonwealth every man may think as he pleases, and say what he thinks.” (Chapter 20), in Theological-Political Treatise, translated by Samuel Shirley, (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1998), pp. 88 – 118, 163 – 169, 191 – 211, 230 – 238.
Optional Readings: 


August 9-10 – 

· Strauss, “Progress or Return”, Chapter 10 in ed. Thomas L. Pangle, The Rebirth of Classical Political Rationalism (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1989), pp. 227 – 270.


Tuesday, August 11 – Wednesday August 12th
Seminar Topic: Belief and Action
Faculty

Menachem Kellner
Required Readings:
August 11-12 - 

· TaNaKh (any English translation will be fine)
· Genesis 15:1 – 6; Gen. 24; Gen. 32:1 – 13

· Exodus 14; Ex. 17:1 – 13; Ex. 19

· Deuteronomy 1; Dt. 28:1 – 68(esp. 58 – 69); Dt. 32 (esp. 1 – 5, 20)

· Psalms 25; Ps. 89; Ps. 100

· Habakkuk 1; Hab. 2:1 – 8

· Lamentations 3: 22 – 24

· Kellner, Menachem. Translations: Prayer Book “Modeh Ani,” “Amidah,” “Sanhedrin 74a –b,”  “Makkot 23a – 24a,”  “Passover Haggadah,”  “Yevamot 47a – b,”  “M. Sanhedrin X.1,”  “Commentary to Helek,”  “Maimonides, Responsa,”  “Laws of Prayer IV.16,”  “Sa’adia and Maimonides on Nature of Belief” 

· Kenneth Seeskin, "Judaism and the Linguistic Interpretation of Faith," in Studies in Jewish Philosophy: Collected Essays of the Academy for Jewish Philosophy, 1980 – 1985, edited by Norbert M. Samuelson, pp. 215 – 24 (Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1987).
· Maimonides, “Laws of Forbidden Intercourse”, Chapters 13 – 14 in The Code of Maimonides (Mishneh Torah), Book Five, The Book of Holiness, translated by Louis I. Rabinowitz and Philip Grossman (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1965), pp. 86 – 96.
· Maimonides “Laws of Repentantce III”, 83b – 85b.

· Maimonides, “Thirteen Principles of Faith”, in Menachem Kellner, Must a Jew Believe Anything?, 2nd edition, (Portland, Or.: The Littman Library of Jewish Civilization, 2006), pp. 164 – 174.

· Leibowitz, Chapter 1 (“Religious Praxis: The Meaning of Halakhah”), Chapter 2 (“Of Prayer”), and Chapter 3 (“The Reading of Shema”), in Judaism, Human Values, and the Jewish State, edited by Eliezer Goldman (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1992), pp. 4 – 29, pp. 30 – 36, pp. 37 – 47.

