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Course Description:  

Vladimir (Ze’ev) Jabotinsky (1880-1940) gave up a career as a celebrated European journalist, poet, 

and philosopher to lead the Revisionist Zionist movement and to help found the Jewish Legion of 

the British army, the first all-Jewish fighting force to see action in many centuries. In the 1930s, 

Jabotinsky was reluctantly forced to confront the hostile shift in policy of the British government 

toward Zionism. Appearing in 1937 before the Peel Commission, established by Britain to 

determine the causes of Arab unrest, Jabotinsky delivered one of the great Zionist speeches. His 

eloquence heightened in the face of the disaster threatening European Jewry, he passionately 

expounds on the simple proposition at the heart of Zionism: the Jews must be allowed a state of 

their own. In this seminar, we will explore this speech’s themes and legacy. 

 
Guiding Questions:  

1. What does Jabotinsky mean to signify by the expressions “antisemitism of men,” 
“antisemitism of things” and “xenophobia of Life itself”? What idea of Jewish suffering in 
the Diaspora is he rejecting?  
 

2. Why is a Jewish majority Zionism’s “minimum” demand, according to Jabotinsky? Is his 
logic correct? 
 

3. In what ways does Jabotinsky think Zionism’s success would or would not be a hardship for 
the Arabs of Mandatory Palestine? Do you agree? 
 

4. What is Jabotinsky’s criticism of the British administration in Palestine? What is the 
alternative?  
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Pre-State Timeline 
 

1910 Kibbutz Deganya Aleph Founded (First Kibbutz) 

1919 Ben Gurion Founds Achdut HaAvoda, unifying the labor movement 

1920 Jabotinsky arrested and sentenced to 15 years for possessing illegal arms; Haganah founded. 

1923 Jabotinsky leaves the WZO to found Revisionism, Betar, writes “The Iron Wall.” 

1929 Arab Riots, Hebron Massacre 

1930 Shaw Commission leads to “Passfield White Paper” limiting Jewish immigration and land 

purchases. 

1930 Jabotinsky exiled from Palestine, Brit HaBirionim is active (1930-1934, Abba Ahimeir) 

1931 Irgun founded as splinter of the Haganah (Jabotinsky becomes “supreme commander,” (1936) 

Begin takes control in 1943) 

1933 Jabotinsky begins to call for mass evacuation of Jews from Eastern Europe, negotiates with 

Polish government.  

1935 Jabotinsky and Ben Gurion meet in London; Jabotinsky founds NZO.  

1939 MacDonald “White Paper” WW2 begins, Irgun suspends activities against the British, fights 

with them against Nazis. 

1940 Irgun splits; Lehi formed (reformed in 1942 by Shamir), continues “terrorist” activity against 

the British, seeks to expel the British. 

1940 Jabotinsky dies of a heart attack. 

1944 Begin ends Irgun cooperation with Britain, declares aim of driving out the British from 

Palestine. The Saison begins. 

1945 Ben Gurion and Haganah join (limited) armed struggle against the British; Saison ends. 

1946 King David Hotel Bombing (Irgun) 

1947 Sergeants Affair 

1948 Altalena Affair 

 

Timeline of Jabotinsky’s Life 

 

1880 Jabotinsky is born in Odessa  

1897 Drops out of high school to become a journalist; succeeds in creating a huge following. 

1902 Jailed for two month in Odessa for writing anti-Czarist articles 

1903 Kishinev Pogrom. Jabotinsky volunteers to distribute aid, meets Bialik, translates “City of 

Slaughter” into Russian, becomes a committed Zionist. Establishes the Jewish Self-Defense 

Organization in Odessa. Attends Sixth Zionist Congress, where Herzl proposes settling Uganda. 

1907 Marries Anya, his love from childhood. 

1908 Is appointed WZO representative in Turkey. 

1910 Son Eri is born 

1914 Translates Edgar Allen Poe into Hebrew 

1915 Works to establish the Jewish Legion together with Joseph Trumpeldor 

1917 Serves as an officer in the Jewish Legion, fights for the British in Palestine. Balfour Declaration 

issued. 
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1919 Begins to train Jews on the Yishuv in self-defense and military tactics. 

1920 Voluntarily turns himself in after comrades arrested for possessing arms, and is sentenced to 15 

years, but is released after a few months with a general pardon by the new British governor.  

1920-1939 Calls for mass evacuation of Jews from Eastern Europe. Is virtually alone in foreseeing 

the disaster to come. 

1923 Leaves the WZO to found Revisionism, Betar, dedicated to establishing a Jewish state, with a 

Jewish majority, on both banks of the Jordan. Writes “The Iron Wall.” 

1925 Betar thrives in Eastern Europe. 

1927 Writes “Samson” (later sells manuscript to Hollywood for $600, film grosses $11 million) 

1928 Visits Tel Aviv, attracts great crowds. 

1930 Is exiled from Palestine by the British. Testifies at the Shaw Commission. Leads to “Passfield 

White Paper,” restricting Jewish land purchases and immigration. 

1935 Writes “The Five” 

1935 Meets Ben Gurion in London in attempt to end strife between Labor and Revisionist Factions. 

Ben Gurion fails to carry it, Jabotinsky founds NZO, is the spiritual head of the Irgun underground.  

1937 Testifies before the Palestine Royal Commission 

1939 MacDonald “White Paper” limits Jewish immigration to 75,000 over five years, and then ends 

it, limits Jewish land purchases to 5% of the Mandate. White paper rejected by both Jews and Arabs. 

Jabotinsky instructs his followers to prepare to fight the British.  

1940 Dies of a heart attack while visiting a Betar chapter in New York State, Ania is in London 

during the Blitz, Eri is jailed by the British in Palestine. States in his will that he wants to be reburied 

in the Jewish state, but only at the request of its PM. 

1964 PM Levi Eshkol reverses Ben Gurion’s decision and brings Jabotinsky’s bones to Jerusalem for 

reburial.  
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