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The Original David and Goliath Story
Rabbi Elie Weissman
Thursday, Aug. 12 at 7:00 PM EDT

Course Description:

The story of David and Goliath is one of the most iconic events in the book of Samuel and arguably
the entire Tanakh, the Hebrew Bible. It has come to represent the classic image of the weak and
meek vanquishing the mighty and strong. Our class will explore what motivated David to face
Goliath when so many feared the great Philistine warrior. Further, we will seek to understand how
David’s confrontation and defeat of Goliath contributes to the creation of his unique character and
his place within the book of Samuel. Finally, we will explore ways in which David’s heroism can be
an inspiration for underdogs of all types in today’s world.

Guiding Questions:

1. How does Goliath attempt to goad the Israelites into a fight?
2. Describe David's interactions with his brother. Why is it significant?
3. Why does David refuse the armor that he is offered?

4. Is David's conflict with Goliath reminiscent of any other biblical event? Which one Why?
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I Samuel 17-18

Chapter 17

1And the Philistines assembled their camps to war; and
they assembled at Sochoh which belonged to Judah, and
they encamped between Sochoh and Azekah in Ephes-
dammim.

2And Saul and the men of Israel assembled, and they
encamped in the Valley of the Terebinth, and they set the
battle in array against the Philistines.

3And the Philistines were standing on the mountain from
here, and Israel was standing on the mountain from here,
and the valley was between them.

4And the champion emerged from the Philistines' camp,
named Goliath, from Gath; his height was six cubits and
a span.

5And a helmet of copper was on his head, and he was
wearing a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was
five thousand shekels of copper.

6And greaves of copper were on his legs, and a copper
javelin was between his shoulders.

7And the shaft of his spear was like a weaver's beam, and
the speart's head was six hundred shekels of iron, and the
shield-bearer went before him.

8And he stood and called to the array of Israel, and he
said to them, "Why should you come out to wage war?
Am I not the Philistine, and you the servants of Saul?
Choose for yourselves a man, and let him come down to
me.

9If he is able to fight with me and kill me, we shall be
slaves to you, and if I overcome him, and kill him, you
shall be slaves to us and serve us."

10And the Philistine said, "I taunt the ranks of Israel this
day; give me a man, and let us fight together."

11And Saul and all Israel heard these words of the
Philistine, and they were panic stricken and very much
afraid.
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12And David was the son of this Ephrathite man from DN? nan a0 MI9K YRR TITAr
Bethlehem of Judah, whose name was Jesse; and he had  mia Wkl D12 NN i'71 't ingd NN
eight sons; and the man was old in Saul's time, coming ‘D'YIND N2 2T ‘MRY
among men.

13And Jesse's three eldest sons who had followed Saul, “NX D70 D'TAD WA N 157
went to war; and the names of his three sons who went YN 12 NY7Y | DYl NpN'7AYT IRy
to war, were: Eliab, the firstborn, and the second to him, 1MYnt 1idan AR NHaNRa 1170
Abinadab, and the third, Shammah. Y WY AT
14And David was the youngest, and the three eldest 1270 D'7TaN NYYT PR NID TITIT
followed Saul. MUNY DR
15Now David went to and fro from Saul, to tend his [NY"IX NiYT7 MRY 7un 2] 770 1T
fathert's sheep in Bethlehem. ‘0N N 1N
16 And the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and AX''1 2)YN] DRYD 'MYTI9N YaITY
presented himself forty days. :Di', D'YANX
17And Jesse said to David his son, "Take now to your N9'X 'NXY K1"Ni7 12 7T U N
brothers, an ephah of this parched corn and ten loaves of ninAN YINI NTD DNY NMWYI NTD X0
this bread, and rush them to the camp, to your brothers. 'NXT
18And you shall bring these ten cheeses to the captain of N'27 NN 2700 'YD MYy nXInt
the thousand, and you shall see how your brothers are "IN DI7YY TPOM 'DXTNINI O7RN WY
faring, and you shall take the tidings of their welfare." :NFh DN2AYY
19And Saul and they, and all the men of Israel in the Ryl R U721 NNl MRYIv!
Valley of the Tetebinth, were at war with the Philistines. :D'MYY7970Y DN NN

20And David arose early in the morning, and he left the -7y [¥¥D~"NX WY'I 1722 TIT DIY1D
sheep with a keeper; and he carried off and went, as Jesse N72un0 N2 Y INIY YN 71 N
had commanded him; and he came to the barricade, and  :ppn'7A2 WD NDWND-78 K¥in 7'H0)
the army which was going out to the battle array, shouted

in the battle.

21And the Israelites and the Philistines put the battle in ~ NNP'7 NIVYN DAY IRIW! IVNIND
array, army against army. VN

22And David left the baggage in the hand of the keeper NI T 1"7un D70 NN TIT Wuad

of the baggage, and he ran to the battle array, and he I'NXY NG NA NIYAD YA D70

came and greeted his brothers. ‘DivyY

23And while he was speaking with them, behold, the D'Ian W'X NN DAY 12TNA | KDJAd

champion, named Goliath the Philistine, from Gath, was nan iny 'MY790 Nia n%iy

coming up from the ranks of the Philistines, and he 12T 0'HYY9 (NiDyAan 2'Md) nidyRn

spoke the same words (as before), and David heard. “TIT YR DD 0T
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24And all the men of Israel, upon seeing the man, fled  10)'1 W'RD"NX DNINIA 7KW UK DT

s

from before him, and were exceedingly frightened. TR XM 119N
25And the men of Israel said, "Have you seen this man RN DD'ROD 7R WK | Nt
who is coming up, for he is coming up to taunt Israel? NI N2V XWX 9N 2 Afn nup
And it will be, that the man who will kill him, the King 7iT2 WYY | 700 1YY 129K UTRD
will enrich him with great riches, and he will give him his yon nyy! AN na ‘;m_(! |"5r|]3.I "mg'nm
daughter, and he will make his father's house free in e U1k
Israel."

26And David said to the men who were standing before iny Dyn DYIRDTIX TIT NN
him, saying, "What shall be done to the man who slays NN N2 YR UKY Ny an anKy
that Philistine, and takes away reproach from Israel, for 1D 28IW' 72uNn NN 10Nl T9N 'RYYoN
who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt nipwn 93N 2 nfn"Nvn 'Ylon M
the ranks of the living God?" :0™N D'D7N
27And the people said to him, "So shall be done to the N3 MNKY7 NI QT2 DYUN 17 '\):JN'"LQ
man who slays him." 422! WYX U7 Nby!
28And Eliab, his eldest brother, heard when he spoke to “7N AT 7iTaD 'NX QNN ynytind
the men, and Eliab's wrath was kindled against David, | MN) TIT2 ARIN XTINY DIYIRD
and he said, "Why have you come down? With whom |N‘y'1 YN RY0) MW AT NTTNRY
have you left those few sheep in the desert? I know your VI ]'INI MNTIT X AYT 1IN '131)33 nann
impetuousness, and the evil of your heart, for you have AT ARNYAD NIXY [vRY *H 22y

come down in order to see the war."

29And David said, "What have I done now? Is it not but 0T KNiTD DAY M'YWY AR TIT ANV
a word?" NID
30And he turned around from him, toward another. And 0T AN AR NN YN 20017
he spoke according to the same manner, the people J[IYRIN 1272 12T by 102 NN

answered according to the former manner.

31And the words which David had spoken, were heard. 1721 TIT 02T YK DT WWNYIRY
And they related (them) before Saul, and he took him. ANNRY MRYT9Y
32And David said to Saul, "Let no man's heart fail DTIN™Q7 797K HRYTINCTIT Nt
because of him. Your bondsman will go, and battle with NI 'MY90"DY DRI T 1Y
the Philistine."

33And Saul said to David, "You are unable to go to this SN M7 N7 TITTIN MRY NI
Philistine to battle with him, for you are a lad, and he is a NAN W17 IRy DRYNY NI 'RYon
warrior since his youth." 1MYIN NRNTN WK RN
34And David said to Saul, "Your bondsman was a ATAY D DY ARYTINCTIT N T
shepherd of sheep for his father, and there came a lion NY XYW QMO NN IND K2 [NY2 11NY
and also a bear, and carried off a lamb from the flock. 11__:_)}])’]
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35And I went out after him and smote him, and saved it
from his mouth. And he arose upon me, and I took hold
of his jaw, and I smote him and slew him.

36Both the lion and the bear has your bondsman slain,
and the uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of
them, for he taunted the armies of the living God."

37 And David said, "The Lord Who saved me from the
paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will
save me from the hand of this Philistine." And Saul said
to David, "Go, and may the Lord be with you."

38And Saul dressed David with his garments, and he
placed a copper helmet on his head, and he dressed him
with a coat of mail.

39And David girded his sword over his garments, and he
did not want to go (in them), for he was not accustomed,
and David said to Saul, "I cannot go with these, for I am
not accustomed." And David took them off.

40And he took his staff in his hand, and he chose for
himself five smooth pebbles from the brook, and he
placed them in the shepherds' bag which he had, and in
the sack, and his slingshot was in his hand, and he
approached the Philistine.

41And the Philistine was continuously drawing nearer to
David, and the man who bote the shield was before him.

42And the Philistine looked and saw David, and he
despised him, for he was a youth, and ruddy, with an
attractive appearance.

43And the Philistine said to David, "Am I a dog, that you
come to me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed
David by his god.

44 And the Philistine said to David, "Come to me, and 1
shall give your flesh to the fowl of the air, and to the
cattle of the field."

45And David said to the Philistine, "You come to me
with sword, spear and javelin, and I come to you with the
Name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies of

Israel which you have taunted.
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46This day, the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and 1 AN T NN 120! N Di'pM
shall slay you, and take off your head, and I shall give the nynn 129 "ANII 3'7WN JUNI"NX 'NI0DI

carcasses of the camp of the Philistines this day, to the n'N'M D'RYN iy nin Di'p D'NYY9
fowl of the air and to the beasts of the earth, and all the DX W' 1D YIRDTD T YIND
earth shall know that Israel has a God. whYalLy
47And all this assembly shall know that not with sword N2 N7 nfn pnT T
and javelin does the Lord save, for the battle is the NANAN NIN'YZ ' NN YYint NNl
Lord's, and He will deliver you into our hand." AT DANIX N

48And it was, when the Philistine arose and drew closer ~ NXQj77 221741 3741 'MYY90 D772 NN
to David, that David hastened and ran to the battle array, NXYZ7 NYAD YA TIT Ny 1T
toward the Philistine. TY79n

49And David stretched his hand into the bag, and tooka  nwin N*1 "790~7% IT"NX TIT h'7¢' 10N
stone therefrom, and slung it, and he hit the Philistine in iNYN~7x 'AY790 NN 1 V721 AN
his forehead, and the stone sank into his forehead, and NXIN 111977V 7971 INYN2 J2RD VALl
he fell on his face to the ground.

2R V772 "AY7907 N TIT 7ina

50And David overpowered the Philistine with the 1
TR 'R 20NN RYI9N NN

slingshot and with the stone, and he smote the Philistine
and slew him: and no sword was in David's hand.

51And David ran and stood up to the Philistine, and he "IN NP AYI9NTIN TAY TIT YN
took his sword and drew it from its sheath, and slew him, a3-n7"1 1NHNNYT AIWRN AT ] IaN
and with it, severed his head. And the Philistines saw that DI22 NN7'D DIRYT79D XY IWNITIIN

their hero had died, and they fled. [0
52And the men of Israel and Judah arose and shouted, 19T LAV DTN 7RI TWIX 1Nz
and pursued the Philistines until you come to the valley, MYY TYI X' XIATTY DRY790 NN
and until the Gates of Ekron; and the slain of the DMYY T2 DNYYD 1770 1991 [DRY
Philistines fell on the road of Shaaraim, and up to Gath NEY TV MATTY)
and up to Ekron.

53And the children of Israel returned from pursuing the D'AYY79 NNX 77T 7Y 121w
Philistines, and plundered their camps. :DNINNTNX 10W!]
54And David took the head of the Philistine, and 1NN AY790 YN TIX TIT Niz' T
brought it to Jerusalem, and his weapons, he put in his 70N DY 179NN DY
tent.

55And when Saul saw David going out toward the NR77 RY TIT DX "MRY NiRYDIN
Philistine, he said to Abner, the general of his army, 072 KAXD W NARTIN K THYY79D
"Whose son is this youth, Abner?" And Abner said, "By AW92T'N VAN NN AN WA N
your life, O King, I know not." JRYTTON 700
56And the king said, "You ask whose son this youth is."  :pun N2 NHX 7XY 1m0 MmN
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57And as David returned from slaying the Philistine, INK N1 Y790 NN NidON TiT 21T

L)

Abner called him, and brought him before Saul, and the MYY90 YN XY 197 1nX AN
Philistine's head was in his hand. {10}
58And Saul said to him, "Whose son ate you, young AN NRX N7 HRY IR NN
man?" And David said, "The son of your bondsman, NN N 'Y TV TIT NN
Jesse the Bethlehemite."

Chapter 18

1And it was, as he finished speaking to Saul, that |]j;|'p: w9]| '7-|f(gj"7)$ 1Y ‘|‘n"-7_3;) -,-f\:-!!
Jonathan's soul had become attached to David's soul, and 2'ND) 1NN TIT W91 NIV
Jonathan loved him as himself. w91 [Min' (10N

2And Saul took him on that day, and did not allow him to  24¢%7 i3n) ¥71 XDD DIA 7AIRY INDF'IA

return to his fathet's house. AN N
3And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he INK IN2DXA DA TITI DN NYD'IA
loved him as himself. [iWj91?
4And Jonathan stripped himself of the cloak which was "7V WIRT7'YRDTNN (DN 0YON'IT
on him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to IAYR™TY I2N7TY) e T 4nne|
his sword, and even to his bow, and even to his girdle. “NAN~ Ty

5And David went out; wherever Saul would send him, he 7w ™Ry 1aR7¢! WX ™D TIT K¥IA
would succeed; accordingly, Saul appointed him over the 20 NRRMD YK 7Y IRY Y
soldiers, and he was pleasing in the eyes of all the people, MNY T2V 2'Wa DA DY) 'va
and also in the eyes of Saul's servants.

6And it was when they came, when David returned from “NIX NIdAN TIT 1Y DRI Dl
slaying the Philistine, that the women came out of all the ™' mY~790 D'¥aN NIRYNAI 'HY7I9D
cities of Israel, to sing, and with musical instruments (in g NXIPY? Ni7nANI (Y7 2rnd) 1YY
their hands), toward King Saul, with drums, with joy, and :0'¢7¢ NNNWA 0'9N2 1700
with cymbals.

7And the cheering women sang out and said, "Saul has NN _NNNNI NIZNYNN D'YIN NYNIT

,,,,,

slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands." D22 T (19782 2ND) 197N HINY

8And Saul was very chagrined, and the matter displeased i i
him, and he said, "They ascribed to David ten thousands,  p'97xn 1303 ™71 NIA2Y TIT7 1N) NI

and to me they ascribed the thousands. And what more N17AN AN i TiY)
can he have, but the kingdom?"
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9And Saul eyed David from that day on. DN TIT DX (Jiv 2'MD) iy MY 'l
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10And it was on the morrow, that the evil spirit from
God rested upon Saul, and he raved in the midst of the
house, and David was playing with his hand like everyday,
and the spear was in Saul's hand.

11And Saul cast the spear, and said, "I shall pin David to
the wall," and David turned from before him twice.

12And Saul feared David, for the Lord was with him,
while He had turned away from Saul.

13And Saul removed him from (being) with him, and
made him for himself a captain over a thousand, and he
went out and came in before the people.

14And David was successful in all his ways; and the Lord
was with him.

15And Saul saw that he was very successful, and he feared
him.

16And all Israel and Judah loved David, for he went out
and came in before them.

17And Saul said to David, "Behold, my elder daughter,
Merab. I shall give her to you as a wife. But, be a wartior
for me, and wage the wars of the Lord." For Saul said,
"Let not my hand be upon him, but let the hand of the
Philistines be upon him."

18 And David said to Saul, "Who am I, and what is my
life, or my fathers family in Israel, that I should be a son-
in-law to the King."

19And it was at the time that Merab, Saul's daughter,

should have been given to David, that she was given to
Adtriel, the Meholathite, as a wife.

20And Michal, Saul's daughter, loved David; and they
told Saul, and the thing pleased him.

21And Saul said, "I shall give her to him, and she will be a
snare to him, and the hand of the Philistines will be upon
him." And Saul said to David, "With (one of) two, shall
you be my son-in-law today."
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22And Saul commanded his servants, "Speak to David
secretly, saying, 'Behold, the king desires you, and all his
servants love you; and now, become the king's son-in-

laWV "

23And Saul's servants spoke these words in David's ears.
And David said, "Does becoming the king's son-in-law,
seem to you to be a light thing, for I am poor and lightly
esteemed?"

24And Saul's servants told him, saying, "According to
these words, has David spoken."

25And Saul said, "So shall you say to David, "The king
has no desire in a dowry, but in one hundred foreskins of
Philistines, to avenge himself upon the king's enemies.' "
But Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the
Philistines.

26And his servants told David these words, and the thing
pleased David to become the king's son-in-law, and the
days had not expired.

27 And David arose, and he and his men went, and he
slew two hundred men of the Philistines, and brought
their foreskins, and they delivered them in full to the
king, in order to become the king's son-in-law. And the
king gave him Michal, his daughter, as a wife.

28 And Saul saw, and knew that the Lord was with David,
and Michal, Saul's daughter, loved him.

29And Saul grew still more afraid of David, and Saul was
hostile to David all the days.

30And the princes of the Philistines came out, and it was,
as often as they came out, that David was more
successful than all Saul's servants, and his name was
highly esteemed.
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